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a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

| I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
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The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

| | as suggested by the applicant. [X] None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I IS Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
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1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -39 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 n-in as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,3, 5, 8-10, 13-17 
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Claims 


2,4,6-7, 11-12, 18-19 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,3, 5, 8-10, 13-17 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 




No: 


Claims 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1) The documents mentioned in this communication are numbered as in the search 
report, i.e. D1 corresponds to the first document of the search report. 

2) Novelty: Article 33(2) PCT 

The subject-matter of claims 2, 4, 6-7, 11-12, 18-19 is not considered new in the 
sense of Article 33(2) PCT for the following reasons: 

D1 discloses the production and characterization of a monoclonal antibody, Mab 
25, specific for the human lymphocyte low affinity receptor for the Fc fragment of 
IgE: CD 23. The affinity constant of Mab 25 is Ka: 10 10 M~ 1 (p. 2973). D1 also 
discloses Fab fragments of Mab 25 and biotinylation of Mab 25 (p.2972). The 
I PEA considers Mab 25 described in D1 to fall under the scope of claims 2, 4, 6-7 
of the present application. 

D2 also describes anti-CD23 Mab 25 (see examples 10-12) as well as other 
binding agents to CD23. D2 describes the use of CD23 binding agents in the 
treatment or prophylaxis of various diseases. In particular, D2 discloses antibodies 
specific for CD23, fragments thereof, humanized antibodies, methods of use of 
said antibodies in human therapy, and in pharmaceutical compositions in 
combination with an immunomodulatory or anti-inflammatory agent (see claims). 
Therefore, the subject-matter of claims 2, 4, 6-7, 11-12, 18-19 is not considered 
new. 

The subject-matter of claims 1, 3, 5, 8-10, 13-17 has not been made available to 
the public by any of the available prior art documents and can therefore be 
regarded as novel. 

The subject-matter of claims 1, 3, 5, 8-10, 13-17 cannot be derived from the 
available prior art in an obvious manner and therefore complies with the 
requirements of Article 33(3) PCT. 
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